by remaining longer as  an  advocate before an English
Judge."
" I amnotsitting asajudge," interposed the President hotly.
" Any fool could see that/' said Carson in a low voice, but
loud enough for everyone in Court to hear.
The President: " Your observations are disgraceful."
Then Carson heard a familiar voice behind him : it was
that of Mr. William O'Brien, M.P., who had come in un-
perceived. " You are not in a Coercion Court now," he said.
Then Mr. Kenny, Q.C., also briefed in the case, said,
" I entirely concur with the observations made by Mr.
Carson," to which the President retorted, cc I say that is
equally impertinent and disgraceful." Carson then threw
down his papers on the desk and walked slowly out of Court,
followed by every member of the Irish Bar present.
The first leading article in The Times next day was devoted
to a commentary on these unconventional proceedings.
" A farce and a sham," said The Times. " Such was the
description of the proceedings of the Evicted Tenants
Commission given yesterday by Mr. Carson, Q.C. . . . and
we think our readers will agree that, in the peculiar circum-
stances of the case, these words, strong as they were, were not
too strong. The extraordinary allocution of Mr. Justice
Mathew was an appropriate intervention to what followed.
He refused to be bound by any of the rules of judicial pro-
cedure. The evidence of a witness, not himself a tenant, was
purely hearsay, and not to allow this person, a Plan of
Campaign organiser, to be subjected even to cross-examina-
tion, after a promise had been given that this would be per-
mitted, is a method of enquiry for which no precedents exist
since James II. We do not believe that Sir James Mathew's
harsh and irritable observations on the conduct of the
distinguished counsel who appeared in the case for the
landlords in claiming their right to cross-examine will
command the sympathy of the English Bar. He was too busy
preparing a speech that might have been delivered by Mr.
Dillon or Mr. Redmond on an Evicted Tenants Bill. . . . He
allows the Campaign organiser to bring forward damaging
charges without any effective check upon them."
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